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conscious of the power he possesses to remove foreign rule.
Side by s:dc \\ith this education the adult should also be given
literary education. Until 1943 he occasionally expressed indiffe-
rence co the three R's. But from then onwards he regarded
them as a vital part of the service of illiterate people, as this
knowledge enables one to reach out towards further and further
development.144
According to Gandhiji, our love of the English language in
preference to the great languages of our country has caused a
deep chasm between the educated classes and the masses, has
cut off the latter from the modern developments and stood in
the way of India's non-violent swaraj. Non-violent swaraj
implies that "every7 individual makes his own direct contribu-
tion to the independence movement. The masses cannot do this
fully unless they understand even- step with all its implications.
This is impossible unless every step is explained in their own
language."145 In addition to the cultivation of Indian languages
for the political education of the masses Gandhiji also advocates
the propagation of Hindustani as the Rashtrabhasha.
The constructive programme also includes work among
labour, kisans and students. As for labour Gandhiji considers
the non-violent organization of Ahmedabad to be a model for
all India to copy*146 The primary aim of labour work as a part
of the constructive programme should be the elevation of labour
to its deserved status. Labour should be "master of the means
of production instead of being the slave that it is. Capital should
be labour's servant, not its master. Labour should be made
conscious of its duty from whose performance rights follow as
a matter of course." Labour should have its own unions. These
unions should run basic schools for workers' children and night-
schools for the general and scientific education of workers. They
should teach the workers the science of conducting a successful
non-violent strike. They should also run a hospital, a creche
and a maternity home at every centre.
In a predominantly agricultural country like India the
masses mean the kisans.1*7 The proper method of organizing
144 Constructive Programme, pp. 13-14; Mira, Gleanings, pp. 20-21.
us n>id., p. 17.
146 For Gandhiji's views on labour organization see Gh. X infra.
147 Constructive Programme, p. 22. See also Ch. X infra.